Dear colleagues, Distinguished Delegates, Ladies and Gentlemen,
[bookmark: _GoBack]It’s a great honor and pleasure for me to extend a very warm address to all participants of the 22nd annual meeting of European Society of Surgery on behalf of the Ministry of Labour, Health and Social Affairs of Georgia. I’d like to use this opportunity and wish to my colleagues fruitful collaboration. This meeting without exaggeration plays not only very important role for Armenian and Georgian surgeons but also it serves like cornerstone for strengthening scientific, cultural and educational ties between Europe and the whole Caucasian region. I’m deeply certain that sharing practical skills and theoretical knowledge will help my colleagues to respond more effectively to so many complex clinical challenges they encounter every day. As we know science and especially medicine is the force without boundaries and that is very bridge which unites countries, nations and civilizations. I’m really proud that our sister countries are the first among those post-soviet states hosting ESS Conferences. We appreciate great work done by conference organizers.  We wish to all surgeons, organizers, ESS board members, scientific committee interesting and fruitful discussions and great success.

With deepest respect,

David Sergeenko

Minister of  Labour, Health and Social Affairs of Georgia.

